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Minutes 
North Liberty City Council 

December 13, 2011 
Regular Session 

 
Call to order.   
At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Salm called the December 13, 2011 Regular Session of the North Liberty 
City Council to order. Council members present:  Chipman, Donahue, Hoffman, Kuhl, Wayson. 
 
Others present:  Ryan Heiar, Scott Peterson, Kevin Trom, Dean Wheatley, Tracey Mulcahey, 
Erika Harper and other interested parties.   
 
Approval of the Agenda.   
Chipman moved, Hoffman seconded to approve the agenda with the meeting adjourned prior to 
the Strategy Session. The vote was: ayes – Hoffman, Donahue, Wayson, Kuhl, Chipman; nays – 
none. Motion carried. 

 
Swearing in Ceremony of Re-elected Council Members.   
City Clerk Tracey Mulcahey swore in re-elected Council members, Coleen Chipman, Terry 
Donahue, and Chris Hoffman.    

 
Consent Agenda.   
Kuhl moved, Hoffman seconded to approve the Consent Agenda including: City Council 
Minutes from the Work Session and Regular Meeting on November 22, 2011; the attached list of 
Claims; and the Liquor License Renewal for Red’s Alehouse - Class C Liquor License with 
Sunday Sales and Outdoor Service Endorsements. After discussion, the vote was: ayes – 
Wayson, Chipman, Kuhl, Donahue, Hoffman; nays – none. Motion carried.  

 
Public Comment.     
No public comment was offered. 
 
City Attorney Report. 
City Attorney Peterson reported that an individual that was approached by two lose dogs asked 
for letter to be distributed to Councilors.  There have been criminal charges files underlying this 
incident.  The letter will be distributed at the end of the meeting. 
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Peterson requested guidance on Library Board position. The various board and commissions 
have different residency and citizenship requirements. He asked for feedback on the various 
scenarios prior to the next Council meeting.  

 
City Engineer Report.  

City Engineer Trom reported that the Highway 965 traffic signals are all timed. The timing was 
updated right after Phase 1 was completed.  The police department has not received very many 
complaints, approximately one per month.  The MPOJC has a signal optimization project. They 
will be reviewing our signals in 2012, including Highway 965 and Penn Street.  
 
With the left turn lanes at Zeller Street, the plan is to add the removal of the raised medians with 
Phase 2 of the Highway 965 project.  This change will allow for better visibility at the 
intersections. 
 
Brian Gotwals from Shive-Hattery is here for the Streets/Maintenance Facility agenda item. Bids 
are due Thursday at 2 p.m.   

 
City Administrator Report.  

City Administrator Heiar presented information about the Iowa City Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s Blue Zone application.  Heiar will be sending information out later this week 
asking for Council support.  
 
Council is scheduled for a goal setting session with Jeff Schott on February 13. 
 
On January 4, Heiar will be presenting at a TIF Forum hosted by Sen. Joe Bolkcom. 
  
Heiar has presented the draft of the Economic Development Revolving Loan proposal. He has 
received comments, but requested additional comments, if there are any.  At an upcoming 
meeting, the proposal will be discussed. Council requested that North Liberty Development and 
the John Pappajohn Center be involved in the meeting where the proposal is discussed. 
 
Staff is working on budget preparation for the January 17 budget work session.  Department 
heads will be at the meeting to answer specific budget questions.  
 
The December 27 council meeting will be held as scheduled. 

 
Mayor Report. 
Mayor Salm had no report.  
 
Autumn Ridge Rezoning. 

Donahue moved, Hoffman seconded to approve the second consideration of Ordinance Number 
11-17, An Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance to change use on property owned by 
Autumn Ridge Partners L.C. located in North Liberty, Iowa to those set forth in the North 
Liberty Municipal Code for the RD-10 Duplex Residential District.  The vote was: ayes -   
Donahue, Hoffman, Chipman, Kuhl, Wayson; nays –none. Motion carried. 
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Wayson moved, Hoffman seconded to approve the request to consider additional readings on the 
same date. After discussion, the vote was: ayes – Kuhl, Wayson, Hoffman, Chipman, Donahue; 
nays – none. Motion carried. 
 
Donahue moved, Wayson seconded to approve the third consideration and adoption of 
Ordinance Number 11-17, An Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance to change use on 
property owned by Autumn Ridge Partners L.C. located in North Liberty, Iowa to those set forth 
in the North Liberty Municipal Code for the RD-10 Duplex Residential District. The vote was: 
ayes – Chipman, Donahue, Hoffman, Wayson, Kuhl; nays – none. Motion carried. 
 
Autumn Ridge Revised Preliminary Plat. 

Wheatley and Bill Mausser made the Staff and Commission case presentation of Autumn Ridge 
Revised Preliminary Plat application. Staff recommends approval of the application.  The 
Commission recommended approval with no conditions. 
 
Glenn Siders was present for the applicant’s presentation of Autumn Ridge Revised Preliminary 
Plat. 
 
Donahue moved, Chipman seconded to approve Resolution Number 11-142, A Resolution 
Approving the Revised Preliminary Plat application of Autumn Ridge Subdivision, North 
Liberty, Iowa. The vote was: ayes – Donahue, Wayson, Kuhl, Hoffman, Chipman; nays – none. 
Motion carried. 
 
Cameron Way Partners Site Plan. 

Wheatley and Mausser made the Staff and Commission case presentation of Cameron Way 
Partners Site Plan application. Staff recommends approval of the application. The Commission 
recommended approval with no conditions.   
 
Mike Bails made the applicant’s presentation of Cameron Way Partners Site Plan. 
 
Donahue moved, Wayson seconded to approve Resolution Number 11-143, A Resolution 
Approving the Mixed Use Development Site Plan for Lot 3, Liberty Medical and Commerce 
Addition, North Liberty, Iowa. The vote was: ayes – Hoffman, Kuhl, Chipman, Wayson, 
Donahue; nays – none. Motion carried.  
 
Stiltner Site Plan. 

Wheatley & Mausser made the Staff and Commission case presentation of Stiltner Site Plan 
application. Staff recommends approval of the application. The Commission recommended 
approval with no conditions. 
 
Monty Ellery made the applicant’s presentation of Stiltner Site Plan on behalf of Greg Stiltner. 
 
Chipman moved, Kuhl seconded to approve Resolution Number 11-145, A Resolution 
Approving Commercial Development Site Plan for Lot 2, Resubdivision of Lot 10, I-380 
Industrial Park, North Liberty, Iowa. After discussion, the vote was: ayes – Kuhl, Donahue, 
Wayson Chipman, Hoffman; nays – none. Motion carried. 
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West Village, Part 2 Final Plat.  

Wheatley and Mausser made the Staff and Commission case presentation of West Village, Part 2 
Final Plat Application.  Staff recommends approval. The Commission recommended approval 
with no conditions.  
 
Wayson moved, Hoffman seconded to approve Resolution Number 11-146, A Resolution 
Approving the Final Plat of West Village, Part 2, North Liberty, Iowa. The vote was: ayes – 
Wayson, Hoffman, Chipman, Donahue, Kuhl; nays –none. Motion carried. 
 
Councilor Donahue requested an update on active counts of housing stock at the end of the 
calendar year. 

 
Maintenance Facility Project. 

At 7:35 p.m., Mayor Salm opened the public hearing regarding the proposed plans, 
specifications, form of contract and estimate for the Maintenance Facility Project. No oral or 
written comments were received. The public hearing was closed.  
 
Brian Gotwals from Shive-Hattery presented the project. The proposed building is approximately 
16,000 square foot, pre-engineered metal with masonry on the front. The building will have 
geothermal heat for office area and infrared heat in storage and maintenance facilities. 2The 
building has a 20 year warranty. The five bid alternates are: 1. Vehicle wash bay;  2. Emergency 
power; 3. Asphalt practice pad for fire department practice; 4. Deduct alternate deletes one bay 
of the structure based on the bid. 5. Consolidation of Alliant services on the site into a single 
service.  The estimate is $1.8 million with an additional contingency of $162,000. Eighteen 
general contractors are holding plans. The project will  have a 12 month construction period 
beginning in January with substantial completion January 2013. Council discussed the proposed 
building and alternates.  
 
Kuhl moved, Hoffman seconded to approve Resolution Number 11-147, A Resolution approving 
the Plans, Specifications, Form of Contract and Estimate of Cost for the Maintenance Facility 
Project.  After discussion, the vote was: ayes – Hoffman, Chipman, Donahue, Kuhl, Wayson; 
nays – none. Motion carried.  
 
Old Business. 

Kuhl reported that the meeting is here tomorrow afternoon at 4:30 p.m. 
 
New Business. 

Councilor Chipman commended Dave Ramsey for his reports. Ramsey included information 
about using a local machine shop to make wheels for one of his processes affordable. She stated 
it is evident that staff does what they can to keep the prices down.  Wheatley updated Council on 
the site plan application for Casey’s.  He will be sending out a memo regarding the  Planning 
Commission’s action and what the legal options are for this plan.   

 
Adjournment. 

At 7:54 p.m., Kuhl moved, Wayson seconded to adjourn. All ayes. Meeting adjourned. 
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Negotiation Strategy Session.  

From 7:54 p.m. to 8:45 p.m., the City Council held a Negotiation Strategy Session pursuant to 
Iowa Code Section 20.17(3) to discuss strategy relating to labor negotiations.  
 
CITY OF NORTH LIBERTY 
 
 
By:  ____________________________________ 
  Thomas A. Salm, Mayor 
 
 
 

Attest:  
 

 
 ____________________________________ 

        Tracey Mulcahey, City Clerk  
 
  
 



 

                          NOVEMBER 30TH, 2011

 

                                         MONTH-TO-DATE   YEAR-TO-DATE

                                            BALANCE         BALANCE

________________________________________________________________________

  010-GENERAL FUND                         453,980.17    3,316,215.48

  011-FIRE EQUIPMENT CAPITA                      0.00            0.00

  012-LIBRARY CAPITAL FUND                       0.00            0.00

  013-RECREATION CAPITAL FU                      0.00            0.00

  014-POLICE CAPITAL FUND                    2,210.00        7,160.00

  015-TRANSPORTATION IMPACT                      0.00            0.00

  016-STORMWATER IMPACT FEE                      0.00            0.00

  017-TREE PROGRAM                               0.00            0.00

  018-PARK CAPITAL FUND                      5,731.00       98,453.00

  019-YOUTH SPORTS SCHOLARS                    709.95        5,342.61

  020-EQUIPMENT REVOLVING                      836.83        9,174.18

  021-TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQ                      0.00        2,000.00

  022-LIBRARY TAG                                0.00            0.00

  023-LIBRARY ENDOWMENT                          0.00            0.00

  024-DRUG TASK FORCE                          211.11          433.81

  025-POLICE SEIZED FUNDS                        0.00          397.00

  060-ROAD USE TAX FUND                    109,750.88      570,123.70

  061-STREET CAPITAL PROJEC                  9,590.02        9,590.02

  090-TIF FUND                             345,437.40    1,698,794.80

  110-DEBT SERVICE FUND                     58,845.92    6,995,105.09

  210-TRUST AND AGENCY                      48,067.68      381,193.74

  280-CUSTOMER DEPOSITS                      6,860.00       72,140.00

  310-COMMUNITY CENTER II C                      0.00            0.00

  311-FRONT STREET RECONSTR                      0.00            0.00

  312-CHERRY STREET RECONST                      0.00            0.00

  313-TIF PROJECTS                               0.00            0.00

  314-ENTRYWAY DEVELOPMENT                       0.00            0.00

  315-HIGHWAY 965 IMPROVEME                      0.00        2,017.00

  316-COMMUNITY CENTER PHAS                      0.00            0.00

  317-TRAIL PROJECTS                             0.00            0.00

  318-EC DEVELOPMENT PROJEC                      0.00            0.00

  319-PENN STREET IMPROVEME                      0.00            0.00

  320-LIBERTY CENTER PROJEC                      0.00            0.00

  321-LAND/FACILITIES                            0.00        2,117.65

  322-LIBRARY BUILDING FUND                    696.91       28,008.38

  323-LIBERTY CENTRE BLUES/                      0.00            0.00

  324-RANSHAW HOUSE PROJECT                      2.01        8,010.05

  510-WATER FUND                           165,947.14      954,212.42

  511-WATER CAPITAL RESERVE                 13,662.67       31,829.35

  512-WATER SINKING FUND                    60,157.08      300,785.40

  513-WATER BOND RESERVE                         0.00            0.00

  514-WATER CAPITAL PROJECT                      0.00            0.00

  520-SEWER FUND                           205,093.05    1,090,857.32

  521-SEWER CAPITAL RESERVE                 12,083.33       61,279.65

  522-SEWER SINKING FUND                    86,905.25      434,526.25

  523-WASTEWATER TREATMENT                       0.00        2,500.00

  524-SEWER TRUNK AND I&I                        0.00            0.00

  525-SEWER DEBT SERVICE RE                      0.00            0.00

  530-STORMWATER MANAGEMENT                 13,310.00       66,768.86

  532-STORMWATER SINKING FU                      0.00            0.00

________________________________________________________________________

GRAND TOTAL REVENUE                      1,600,088.40   16,149,035.76














