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NORTH LIBERTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

Tuesday, August 2, 2016, 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

2. AGENDA APPROVAL 

3. SITE PLAN: Request of Tallman Properties LC to approve a site plan for a commercial-
industrial development, Alpha Graphics, on Kennel Court, Lot 1 of North Park Subdivision, 
west of 965 off of 240th Street. 
a. Staff Presentation 
b. Applicants Presentation 
c. Public Comments 
d. Questions and Comments 
e. Recommendation to the City Council 

4. CONDITIONAL USE: Request of Vito’s restaurant, located at the northwest corner of Ashley 
Court and Jordan Street, to approve a conditional use for outside eating and drinking. 
a. Staff Presentation 
b. Applicants Presentation 
c. Public Comments 
d. Questions and Comments 
e. Recommendation to the Board of Adjustment 

5. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

6. OLD BUSINESS  

7. NEW BUSINESS 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
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July 25, 2016 

 

Memo 
 
To: North Liberty Planning Commission 
From: Dean Wheatley, Planning Director 
Subject: Site Plan Approval Request 
(Lot 1 Kennel Court) 
 
Your North Liberty city staff has reviewed the subject submission, and offer comments presented in 
this memo. The staff review team includes the following personnel: 
Ryan Heiar, City Administrator 
Tracey Mulcahey, Assistant City Administrator 
Tom Palmer, City Building Official 
Scott Peterson, City Attorney 
Kevin Trom, City Engineer 
Dean Wheatley, Planning Director 
 
This request is to approve a site plan for commercial warehouse development on Kennel Court, Lot 1 
North Park subdivision. The development is at the northwest corner of Kennel Court and 240th 
Street. 
 
The site layout is straightforward, with a large L-shaped industrial metal building and a small parking 
area. The landscaping plan, building design, and overall layout meet basic requirements for 
development. There is no outside storage shown so none will be allowed unless specifically 
approved at a later time. Parking is minimal for many uses in a building of this size, but meets the 
requirement for the category of “industry,” and there is room on the site for potential expansion if 
necessary in the future. Even though the property is zoned Industrial it is in a very visible location on 
240th Street, and there is very limited landscaping shown. Other industrial sites in less visible areas 
have made a greater effort to include a higher degree of landscaping, and this site would benefit 
from the same. Note that some additional landscaping was added after initial staff comments. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the commercial-industrial site plan. 
 
 

Notes: 

The Fire Department will need verification that the 6” pavement planned will support 75,000 lbs. 
during construction plan review. 



(SCALE: APPROX. 1" = 400')

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

1325 KENNEL COURT
CITY OF NORTH LIBERTY, IOWA

LOCATION MAP

SITE PLAN

ALPHA GRAPHICS

LOT 1, NORTH PARK

CONTACT PERSON

INDEX OF SHEETS

UTILITY AND EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WATER AND WASTE WATER
CITY OF NORTH LIBERTY, IOWA

(319)626-5700

AGENCY CONTACT NUMBER

POLICE DEPARTMENT
BUSINESS
EMERGENCY

FIRE DEPARTMENT
BUSINESS
EMERGENCY

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY (NAT. GAS)
BUSINESS
EMERGENCY

IOWA ONE CALL (UTILITIES)

ALLIANT ENERGY (ELECTRIC)
BUSINESS

MEDIACOM (CABLE TV)
BUSINESS
LOCATES

(319)626-5724

(319)626-5717

(319)292-8989

(800)329-6261
(800)595-5325

(800)255-4268

(800)332-0245
(800)292-8989

911

911

LINN COUNTY R.E.C. (ELECTRIC)
BUSINESS (800)332-5400

SOUTH SLOPE (TELEPHONE, CABLE TV)
BUSINESS
LOCATES

(319)626-2211
(800)292-8989
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July 26, 2016 
 
 

Memo 
 
To: North Liberty Planning Commission 
From: Dean Wheatley, Planning Director 
Subject: Accessory Outside Eating at Vito’s Restaurant 
(Legal: Lot 3, Corridor Commercial Part 1) 
 
Your North Liberty city staff has reviewed the subject submission, and offer comments presented in 
this memo. The staff review team includes the following personnel: 
Ryan Heiar, City Administrator 
Tracey Mulcahey, Assistant City Administrator 
Tom Palmer, City Building Official 
Scott Peterson, City Attorney 
Kevin Trom, City Engineer 
Dean Wheatley, Planning Director 
 
This request is to allow a small outside eating area at the front of the planned Vito’s restaurant at the 
Corridor Commercial development area located at the northwest west corner of Jordan Street and 
Ashley Court. The property is zoned C-2-A Commercial, and the association of the multi-tenant 
building has endorsed this project. The closest residential buildings are about 450’ from the patio, 
both the North Liberty Living Center and row homes to the east on Ashley Court.  

 
The specific plans for the patio are to use wrought iron fencing to establish an approximately 800 
square foot area at the front of the restaurant, with string lighting and planters. Food and alcohol will 
be served if approved. 
 
Due to residential uses in the vicinity, noise will be an issue, and loud music needs to be restricted.  
 
The Zoning Ordinance specifies provisions that apply to every outdoor eating accessory use: 

 All businesses shall be subject to the approval of a conditional use permit and approval by the 
Council of a site plan meeting requirements of this code. Any City action against the outdoor eating 
accessory use shall also be enforceable against the associated restaurant operation, and may include 
withdrawal of certifications or permits for both the accessory use and for the principal restaurant 
use on the property. The City shall have the discretion to require a formal agreement, specifying 
conditions for operations, to be approved in any case. 

 All Zoning Ordinance requirements shall be observed, including parking, yards, and signage. No 
additional signage is allowed in conjunction with the outside eating area. 

 The area used for the establishment shall be clearly delineated by fencing, plant materials or other 
landscaping or other aesthetically pleasing means, to be specified and approved through the site 



plan process. 

 The area used for the establishment shall be hard-surfaced with concrete, asphalt, or other suitable 
permanent materials. 

 The principal use on the site must meet all Zoning Ordinance and site plan requirements. 

 Temporary structures or other facilities may be approved through the site plan review. 

 Businesses must provide evidence that appropriate State and local licensing has been obtained. 

 All applicable local, county, and State regulations must be met. 

 Businesses may not serve alcoholic beverages unless specifically approved by formal agreement. 

 Businesses may not provide lighting unless specifically approved by formal agreement. 

 Businesses may not provide any amplified music or public address system unless specifically 
approved by formal agreement. 

 
This application meets the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and the conditional use is 
recommended for approval with the following conditions: 

1. Permit is for this owner only (future owners would need to reapply),  
2. Alcoholic beverage sales allowed, 
3. Only low-wattage lighting to be added – no floodlighting, 
4. Amplified music levels to be agreed to in the field by the owner and City staff, and  
5. No more seats than allowed by the Building and Fire Codes for this location. 

 
A building permit will need to be obtained from Building Department for construction of the area. 







 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minutes 
July 5, 2016 

 

Roll Call 
At 6:30 p.m., Detlefsen called the July 5, 2016 Regular Session of the North Liberty Planning 
Commission to order.  Commission members present: Adam Gebhart, Jason Heisler, Kylie 
Pentecost, Patrick Staber, Ronda Detlefsen, Josh Covert; absent: Jennifer Bleil. 
 
Others present: Dean Wheatley, Scott Peterson, Stefan Juran, Duane Musser, Frank Lenane, 
Carter Kudrle, Mary Byers, and other interested parties. 
  
Agenda Approval. 
Covert moved, seconded by Pentecost, to approve the agenda.  The vote was all ayes.  Agenda 
approved. 
 
Site Plan, Roseberry Stop Subdivision. 
Request of Francis and Christine Lenane to approve a site plan for multi-family condominium 
development on South Front Street, proposed Lot 1 Roseberry Stop Subdivision. 
Staff Presentation 
Wheatley presented the request of Roseberry Stop Site Plan and feels this is an asset for the 
area.  The buildings are an attractive rowhouse design with generous windows, roofline 
changes, offsets, masonry, and porches. 
  
Applicants Presentation 
Duane Musser was present on behalf of the applicant and offered additional information on the 
application. 
 
Public Comments 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Questions and Comments 
There was discussion on the trail system and how it will fit with the existing North Liberty Trail 
Systems. 
 



Recommendation to the City Council 
Covert moved, seconded by Gebhart, to recommend approval of the Site Plan.  The vote was: 
Gebhart, Heisler, Pentecost, Staber, Covert, Detlefsen; absent: Bleil.  Motion carried. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Gebhart moved, seconded by Heisler, to approve the Planning and Zoning Minutes of June 7, 
2016.  The vote was: ayes—Gebhart, Heisler, Pentecost, Staber, Covert; nays—none; 
abstain—Detlefsen; absent—Bleil.   Minutes approved. 
  
Old Business. 
No old business was offered. 
 
New Business 
Wheatley reported that there are two new cases for the next meeting. 
 
Adjournment. 
At 6:50 p.m. Covert moved, seconded by Heisler, to adjourn the meeting.  All ayes.  Meeting 
was adjourned. 
 
 
 




