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NORTH LIBERTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

Tuesday, September 6, 2016, 6:30 PM 

 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

2. AGENDA APPROVAL 

3. SITE PLAN: Request of Psychiatric Associates to approve a site plan for a commercial-
office development at the northeast corner of Ashley Court and Jordan Street, Lot 8 of 
Corridor Commercial Part 1A. 

a. Staff Presentation 

b. Applicants Presentation 

c. Public Comments 

d. Questions and Comments 

e. Recommendation to the City Council 

4. ORDINANCE AMENDMENT: Request of staff to consider an amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance for athletic field lighting on public property.  

a. Staff Presentation 

b. Public Comments 

c. Questions and Comments 

d. Recommendation to the City Council 

5. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

6. OLD BUSINESS  

7. NEW BUSINESS 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
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August 31, 2016 

 

Memo 
 
To: North Liberty Planning Commission 
From: Dean Wheatley, Planning Director 
Subject: Site Plan Approval Request 
(Lot 8 Corridor Commercial Part 1A) 
 
Your North Liberty city staff has reviewed the subject submission, and offer comments presented in 
this memo. The staff review team includes the following personnel: 
Ryan Heiar, City Administrator 
Tracey Mulcahey, Assistant City Administrator 
Tom Palmer, City Building Official 
Scott Peterson, City Attorney 
Kevin Trom, City Engineer 
Dean Wheatley, Planning Director 
 
This request is to approve a site plan for a new office building at the northeast corner of Ashley Court 
and Jordan Street. The development is in the Corridor Commercial subdivision area, which has grown 
to include residential, commercial, senior housing, and office uses. 
 
The site is flat and the layout is straightforward, with one large single-tenant office building at the 
corner and parking lot to the north and east. Landscaping on the proposed plan is minimal compared 
to others but meets Code requirements. The commercial site feature requirement is met through the 
siting of an outside patio and seating area at the southeast corner of the building. 
 
The building is a clean modern design that meets masonry requirements in interesting ways. 
 
A small number of code-related items were addressed during the internal review process by the 
applicant, and staff recommends approval of the site plan.  
 

Notes: 

 Contact the City Streets Department to relocate the existing street name sign at the 
intersection. 































I. Lighting Illumination Requirements.  Exterior lighting shall relate to the scale and location of the 

development in order to maintain adequate security while preventing a nuisance or hardship to adjacent 

properties or streets.  Except for lighting of loading areas, service areas, and for architectural emphasis, 

floodlighting is prohibited.  Lighting shall comply with the following requirements. 

(1) Light fixtures 300 feet or less from a residential zone shall be mounted no 

higher than 25 feet. 

(2) Light fixtures greater than 300 feet from a residential zone shall be 

mounted no higher than 35 feet. 

(3) All lights greater than 2,000 lumens, both pole-mounted and wall-

mounted, shall be equipped with cutoff shields, so that no light shines above the 

horizontal and no direct light falls beyond the property line.  Light reflectors and 

refractors may be substituted for shields on ornamental and pedestrian light 

fixtures. 

(4) Light fixtures used to illuminate flags, statues, and objects mounted on a 

pole or pedestal shall use a narrow cone of light that does not extend beyond the 

illuminated object. 

(5) Outdoor recreational facilities permitted by conditional use may be 

exempt from the specific exterior lighting standards, provided the Board of 

Adjustment approves a lighting plan as part of the conditional use approval 

process. Outdoor sports fields and courts operated by the City or by a school 

district are exempt from the specific exterior lighting standards, subject to approval 

by the City Council, after review and recommendation of the Planning 

Commission, of a lighting plan that minimizes light impacts on adjacent property 

to the maximum extent technologically possible.  

(6) Illumination shall not exceed one foot-candle at property boundaries of 

multi-family, commercial, and industrial uses adjacent to or across the street from 

a residential zone, or a commercial zone in which residential uses are permitted. 
(Ord. 13-15 – Feb. 14 Supp.) 

 



 

 

 PLANNING COMMISSION 
Minutes  

August 2, 2016 
 

Roll Call 
Chair Ronda Detlefsen called the August 2, 2016 North Liberty Planning Commission meeting to 
order.  Commission members present: Jennifer Bleil, Ronda Detlefsen, Adam Gebhart, Jason Heisler, 
Kylie Pentecost and Patrick Staber; absent: Josh Covert.  Others present: Dean Wheatley, Ryan 
Heiar, Tracey Mulcahey, Scott Peterson, Kevin Trom, Dan Schmidt, Carter Kurdlre, Stefan Juran and 
other interested parties.  
 
Agenda Approval 
Bleil moved, Staber seconded to approve the agenda. The vote was all ayes. Agenda approved. 
 
Tallman Properties LC Site Plan 
Staff Presentation 
Wheatley presented the request of Tallman Properties LC to approve a site plan for a commercial-
industrial development, Alpha Graphics, on Kennel Court, Lot 1 of North Park Subdivision, west of 
965 off of 240th Street. Staff recommends approval with additional landscaping being added along 
240th Street. 
 
Applicant’s Presentation 
Dan Schmidt, Brain Engineering, was present on behalf of the applicant. He offered additional 
information on the application. 
 
Public Comments 
No public comments were offered.  
 
Questions and Comments 
The Commission discussed the proposed landscaping additions and expressed support of the 
project.   
   
Recommendation to the City Council 
Heisler moved, Gebhart seconded to recommend approval to the City Council of the site plan 
application for Kennel Court, Lot 1 of North Park Subdivision with the following conditions: 
additional landscaping along 240th Street.  The vote was: ayes – Heisler, Gebhart, Detlefsen, Bleil, 
Staber, Pentecost; nays – none. Motion carried.  
 
Vito’s Restaurant Conditional Use  
Staff Presentation 
Wheatley presented the request of Vito’s restaurant, located at the northwest corner of Ashley 
Court and Jordan Street, to approve a conditional use for outside eating and drinking. Staff 
recommends approval of the application with the following conditions:   

1. Permit is for this owner only (future owners would need to reapply), 



2. Alcoholic beverage sales allowed, 
3. Only low-wattage lighting to be added – no floodlighting, 
4. Amplified music levels to be agreed to in the field by the owner and City staff, and 
5. No more seats than allowed by the Building and Fire Codes for this location. 

 
Applicant’s Presentation 
No applicant presentation was offered. Tonight is the restaurant’s opening night.  
 
Public Comments 
No public comments were offered. 
 
Questions and Comments 
The Commission offered compliments on the quality of the improvements.  
 
Recommendation to the Board of Adjustment 
Pentecost moved, Bleil seconded to recommend approval of the Conditional Use application for 
Vito’s Restaurant to the Board of Adjustment with the following conditions:   
 

1. Permit is for this owner only (future owners would need to reapply), 
2. Alcoholic beverage sales allowed, 
3. Only low-wattage lighting to be added – no floodlighting, 
4. Amplified music levels to be agreed to in the field by the owner and City staff, and 
5. No more seats than allowed by the Building and Fire Codes for this location. 

The vote was: ayes – Staber, Detlefsen, Bleil, Pentecost, Gebhart, Heisler; nays – none. Motion 
carried.  
 
Approval of Previous Minutes 
Gebhart moved, Heisler seconded to approve the minutes of the July 5, 2016 Planning Commission. 
The vote was all ayes. Minutes approved.  
 
Old Business  
Wheatley reported that Tin Rooster has applied for building permit. The TIF has been finalized for 
the Family Entertainment Center.  
 
New Business 
Wheatley reported that there is one agenda item for September and one or two zoning code 
amendments.  
 
Adjournment 
At 6:44 p.m., Bleil moved, Gebhart seconded to adjourn. All ayes. Meeting adjourned.  
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