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City Council 
October 11, 2022 

Work & Regular Sessions 
 
Call to order   
Mayor Chris Hoffman called the October 11, 2022, Work and Regular Sessions of the North Liberty 
City Council to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 1 Quail Creek Circle.  Councilors 
present: Ashley Bermel, RaQuishia Harrington, Erek Sittig, Brent Smith and Brian Wayson.   
 
Others present: Ryan Heiar, Tracey Mulcahey, Grant Lientz, Ryan Rusnak, Kevin Trom, Ellen 
McCabe, Micah Ariel James, Richard Grugin, Rita Roberts, Matthew Staber, Noah Egge, Avery Van 
Abbema, Chase Lovetinsky, Konstantin Titarenko, Leela Strand, Megan Quinn, Piper Kearney, 
Ruby Frank, Andi Cetta, Asher Bonner, Hadley Andersen, Madison Jurgens, Olivia Roling and other 
interested parties.  
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Harrington moved; Sittig seconded to approve the agenda. The vote was all ayes. Agenda 
approved.    
 
Work Session 
Heiar introduced the topic. Ellen McCabe, Housing Trust Fund Johnson County Executive 
Director, presented information on potential ARPA projects. Council discussed the presentation 
with McCabe.  
 
Council recessed at 6:33 p.m.  and reconvened at 6:34 p.m. The Regular Session began at 6:34 
p.m.  
 
Consent Agenda 
Smith moved, Bermel seconded to approve the Consent Agenda including the City Council 
Minutes from the Regular Session on September 27, 2022; the attached list of claims, North Jones 
Boulevard Improvements Project, Pay Application Number 5, Schrader Excavating and Grading, 
$754,632.87; Community Center Roof Project, Pay Application Number 2, T&K Roofing Co., 
$90,772.50. The vote was all ayes. Consent Agenda approved.   
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered.  
 
City Engineer Report 
City Engineer Trom reported that the contractor for the Ranshaw Way Project is using the cones 
for keeping workers safe while they water.  The Dubuque Street Phase 1 Project is moving to the 
next section late this week or early next week. This will open Penn Meadows Park parking lot. 
Heritage Drive Streambank Erosion Control Project will receive quotes in November with the work 
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happening during the winter and seeding in the spring.   The City Hall Project will begin soon with 
an April 2024 final completion.  The Jones Boulevard contractor is getting close to substantial 
completion and expects to open it to traffic in November.  The contractor is ahead of schedule on 
the Community Center Roof Project.  Currently, the contractor is waiting on edge metal.  Council 
discussed the report with Trom.  
 
City Administrator Report  
City Administrator Heiar reported on calendar reminders. The public meeting with Harvest Estates 
neighborhood will be held October 17 at 5:30 p.m. at the Fire Station regarding the new fire station. 
At the 10/25 Council meeting, there will be a 6:00 p.m. work session for the Big O Foundation 
presentation.  The November 8 City Council meeting will be moved to Monday, November 7 due 
to the election polling place being Council Chambers.   
 
Mayor Report 
Mayor Hoffman reported that he Attended Iowa League of Cities conference. He reported that 
next month the MPOJC meeting here in council chambers on November 16 at 4:30 p.m. Mayor 
Hoffman made the Hall of Fame presentations to Rita Roberts and Richard Grugin.  
 
Council Reports 
Councilor Smith attended a roundtable regarding EMS mobile simulator training and will attend 
another in November.  Councilor Wayson helped with Scouting for Food the last two weekends. 
He complimented the donors that donated ingredients for a complete meal.   Council Sittig 
represented the city at the opening of the Story Walk. He attended the ILOC Conference and the 
Affordable Housing Coalition annual meeting.  Councilor Bermel attended the ILOC Conference.  
 
Youth Council 
Micah Ariel James presented the Youth Council program and introduced the representatives.  
Mayor Hoffman swore in the Youth Council for 2022-23.   
 
Kwik Star Site Plan 
Rusnak reported that staff & Commission recommend approval with no conditions.  No applicant 
was present.  Harrington moved, Sittig seconded to approve Resolution Number 2022-104, A 
Resolution approving the Preliminary Site Plan for Lot 1, The Evermore Part Two, North Liberty, 
Iowa.  After discussion, the vote was: ayes – Bermel, Smith, Sittig, Wayson, Harrington; nays – none. 
Motion carried.   
 
A to Z Site Plan 
Rusnak reported that staff & Commission recommend approval with no conditions.  No applicant 
was present.  Smith moved, Wayson seconded to approve Resolution Number 2022-105, A 
Resolution approving the Preliminary Site Plan for 625 240th Street, North Liberty, Iowa. After 
discussion, the vote was: ayes – Harrington, Smith, Sittig, Wayson, Bermel; nays – none. Motion 
carried.   

  
Heritage Drive Stormwater Project 
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Wayson moved, Harrington seconded to approve Resolution Number 2022-106, A Resolution 
approving the Temporary Construction Easement Agreement between Clothilde B. Stewart and 
the City of North Liberty.  The vote was: ayes – Wayson, Smith, Harrington, Bermel, Sittig; nays – 
none. Motion carried.   
Harrington moved, Sittig seconded to approve Resolution Number 2022-107, A Resolution 
approving the Temporary Construction Easement Agreement between Jennifer Malatek and the 
City of North Liberty. The vote was: ayes – Sittig, Wayson, Smith, Bermel, Harrington; nays – none. 
Motion carried.  
Bermel moved, Sittig seconded to approve Resolution Number 2022-108, A Resolution approving 
the Temporary Construction Easement Agreement between Andrew J. Gilpin and Sarah E. Gilpin 
and the City of North Liberty. The vote was: ayes – Bermel, Sittig, Smith, Wayson, Harrington; nays 
– none. Motion carried.   

 
Owner Occupied Rehab Project 
Sittig moved, Bermel seconded to approve Resolution Number 2022-109, A Resolution approving 
the rehabilitation contracts and associated documents between owners, rehabilitation contractors 
and the City of North Liberty. After discussion, the vote was: ayes – Sittig, Wayson, Smith, 
Harrington, Bermel; nays – none. Motion carried.     

 
North Liberty Centennial Park – Next Stage 
Wayson moved, Bermel seconded to approve Resolution Number 2022-110, A Resolution 
approving the Designated Fund Agreement for the North Liberty Centennial Park: Next Stage 
Project between the Community Foundation of Johnson County and the City of North Liberty. 
After discussion, the vote was: ayes – Sittig, Harrington, Smith, Wayson, Bermel; nays – none. 
Motion carried.    

 
Site Plan Ordinance Amendment 
At 7:17 p.m., Mayor Hoffman opened the Public Hearing regarding proposed ordinance 
amendment. No oral or written comments were received.  The public hearing was closed at 7:17 
p.m.  Rusnak presented information on the amendment and reported that staff and the Planning 
Commission recommend approval.  Council discussed the proposed amendment. Wayson moved, 
Bermel seconded to waive the requirement for consideration at two meetings prior to final action.  
The vote was: ayes – Bermel, Smith, Sittig, Harrington, Wayson; nays – none. Motion carried. 
Wayson moved, Harrington seconded to approve the first (and final) consideration of Ordinance 
Number 2022-22, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 165 of the North Liberty Code of Ordinances 
(Zoning Code-Administrative) by adding Section 165.10, entitled, “Moratorium,” to establish a six 
and a half month moratorium on submittal and review of Preliminary Site Plan applications for 
which the current Zoning District designation or use is incompatible or inconsistent with the North 
Liberty Comprehensive Plan 2014 Land Use Map and the Proposed Future Land Use Map. The 
vote was: ayes – Smith, Bermel, Sittig, Wayson, Harrington; nays – none. Motion carried.  
 
Old Business 
No old business was presented.   
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New Business 
No new business was presented.  
 
Adjournment 
Harrington moved, Smith seconded to adjourn at 7:29 p.m. The vote was all ayes. Meeting adjourned.  
 
CITY OF NORTH LIBERTY 
 
 
By:  __________________________ 

Chris Hoffman, Mayor  
Attest: ________________________ 

Tracey Mulcahey, City Clerk 
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Resolution No. 2022-112 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TEMPORARY 
CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN JOHN 
PAUL D. RETHWISCH AND THE CITY OF NORTH LIBERTY 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH LIBERTY, IOWA:  
 
WHEREAS, the City of North Liberty is constructing the Heritage Drive Project adjacent 

to property owned by John Paul D. Rethwisch;  
  
WHEREAS, a temporary easement is necessary for this project;  
 
WHEREAS, it is the parties’ desire to agree and establish, in writing, their understanding 

concerning the agreement for the project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that that the attached agreement between the 

City of North Liberty and John Paul D. Rethwisch is approved for the Heritage Drive Project, North 
Liberty, Iowa. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to 

execute said agreement.  
  
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 25th day of October, 2022. 
 
CITY OF NORTH LIBERTY: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
CHRIS HOFFMAN, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
I, Tracey Mulcahey, City Clerk of the City of North Liberty, hereby certify that at a meeting of the 
City Council of said City, held on the above date, among other proceedings, the above was 
adopted. 
 
 
________________________________________ 
TRACEY MULCAHEY, CITY CLERK 



 

ARPA Transit Contract 
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Contract for Same-Day On-Demand Transit Services  
between Johnson County SEATS and City of North Liberty  

 
Whereas, the City of North Liberty (North Liberty), has an interest in providing transit services to 
its residents; and  
 
Whereas, SEATS, a department of Johnson County and a member of Corridor Ride, which is 
overseen by the East Central Council of Governments (ECICOG), is officially designated as the 
regional transit provider for Johnson County pursuant to Section 324A.1 of the Code of Iowa and 
has vehicles and employees available for transportation service; and 
 
Whereas, North Liberty believes it is in the City’s best interest to have SEATS provide certain 
transit services to its residents experiencing barriers to accessing transportation pursuant to the 
terms of this agreement; and 
 
Whereas, the U.S. Department of the Treasury (“Treasury”) has allocated to the County 
$29,357,173 of federal funding from the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund under 
CFDA No. 21.027 (“ARPA Funds”) and Section 603(b) of the Social Security Act, as amended 
by Section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”)for the limited purposes identified in 
the Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund Award Terms and Conditions between the Treasury 
and the County (“Interagency Agreement”), attached hereto as Attachment A, and the Coronavirus 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds Interim Final Rule1 and Final Rule2 (altogether, the “Final 
Rule”); and  

Whereas, the ARPA authorizes expenditure of ARPA Funds awarded to local governments like 
the County for eligible purposes identified in the Final Rule, such as: 

(1) To respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency or its negative economic impacts, 
including assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted 
industries such as tourism, travel, and hospitality; 

(2) To respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers; 

(3) For the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue due 
to the COVID-19 public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most 
recent full fiscal year prior to the emergency; and  

(4) To make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure 
(collectively “Eligible Uses”); and 

Whereas, the County desires to allocate portions of the ARPA funds awarded to Johnson County 
to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency or its negative economic impacts; and 
 
Whereas, expanding SEATS transit services to provide same-day on-demand service to residents 
of North Liberty who do not have access to fixed route transit system or other transportation 
options in response to documented public transit barriers in Johnson County that impact the health 
and economic outcomes of Johnson County residents. 
 

 
1 Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (Interim Final Rule), 86 Fed. Reg. 26,786 (May 17, 2021). 
2 Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (Final Rule), 87 Fed. Reg. 4,338 (Jan. 27, 2022). 
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Now, therefore, the parties do hereby mutually agree as follows: 
 
A. Purpose and Timeframe 
 
1. The purpose of this contract is to arrange for same day on-demand transportation services 
for North Liberty residents experiencing barriers to accessing transportation under the auspices of 
the designation of SEATS as the regional transit provider in Johnson County.   
 
2.  The contract period shall begin on upon execution by all parties and continue through June 
30, 2023 or until the ARPA funds allocated for this purpose are exhausted, whichever occurs first.  
Any extension or renewal of this contract shall be in writing and mutually agreed upon by both 
parties. 
 
3. The service covered under this contract shall fully conform with the rules and regulations 
promulgated by the Iowa Department of Transportation (Iowa DOT) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA). 
 
B. Description of Service 
 
1. All transit service shall be provided with SEATS vehicles that are open to the public 
without discrimination.  Service under this contract will be provided to approved clients referred 
by the City of North Liberty.   
 
2.   Rides will  be provided from 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM Monday through Friday except on the 
following days: 
 
 New Year's Day*   Labor Day 
 Memorial Day    Thanksgiving Day and following Friday  
 Independence Day   Christmas Day* and *Christmas Eve. 
 Martin Luther Jr. Day   President’s Day 
 Juneteenth     Veteran’s Day 
 
 *In the event Johnson County has (a) designated holiday(s) immediately before or after 
New Year’s Day, Christmas Day and Christmas Eve day, North Liberty understands no service 
will be provided on those days.  For 2022, there will be no service on December 23 or December 
26, and there will be no service on January 2, 2023.  Approved clients wishing to schedule rides 
may call SEATS at 319-381-2658 to make arrangements for rides between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
on days when rides are provided.  Rides will be provided on a first come, first serve basis as 
capacity permits. 
 
3. SEATS will provide a vehicle and a driver to operate a shared on-demand response service 
for same day trips request throughout Johnson County including those referred by North Liberty 
during the dates and times listed herein.  Persons utilizing this service must be referred by the City 
of North Liberty following a determination that the person requesting the service is experiencing 
a barrier to accessing transportation. The final responsibility for determining approval for 
individuals wishing to utilize the service shall be the responsibility of Johnson County with the 
understanding they meet the ARPA funding guidelines for this service.  Any appeals to eligibility 
will go through Johnson County SEATS.  
 
4. The referral and approval of clients shall be coordinated between North Liberty and SEATS 
prior to any request for on-demand service by an approved client.   
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5. General public access to this service will be available to any person desiring to board the 
bus and going to and from the same location of the approved scheduled rider. The service is ADA 
accessible to meet rider needs, but if an oversized wheelchair of special accommodations are 
expected a phone call ahead is recommended at least two hours in advance.  General public fares 
for these services shall be five dollars.  SEATS will be responsible for the fare box and fares.  
Initial fares shall be: $5 
 
6. All services funded under this contract and all uses made of vehicles provided by SEATS 
shall be insured with the following coverages carried by SEATS: 
 
 a. General Liability - $1,000,000 
 b. Uninsured and Underinsured Motorist Bodily Injury - $1,000,000 
 c. Auto Liability - $1,000,000 

d. Umbrella or excess liability insurance - $2,000,000 
 
7. Compensation for service will be in accordance with rates detailed in section E.1 below. 
 
C. Responsibilities of SEATS 
 
1. SEATS shall serve as an independent contractor. 
 
2. SEATS shall assure that the transit equipment, both owned by SEATS or leased by the East 
Central Iowa Council of Governments (ECICOG), is maintained in a safe and clean mechanical 
condition and in compliance with federal, state, and local vehicle safety laws and ordinances.  The 
cost of all vehicle maintenance, repairs, and operations shall be the responsibility of SEATS. All 
repairs will be made promptly. 
 
3. Drivers for all transit services provided under this contract shall be employed by SEATS.    
SEATS shall employ sufficient personnel to implement service and to obtain the services of back-
up personnel to assure continuous service.  All drivers shall be required to have a valid chauffeurs 
or commercial driver's license applicable to the type of vehicles they are responsible for operating 
and as required by state and federal laws. All drivers will also comply with the FTA drug and 
alcohol program testing requirements and no driver can operate a vehicle unless they have passed 
a pre-employment drug test and are part of a random test pool. 
 
4. SEATS shall provide the necessary scheduling and dispatching support for these services. 
 
5. SEATS shall notify North Liberty as soon as practical in the event of any unavoidable 
interruption or delay in service. 
 
6.   SEATS shall notify North Liberty of any incidents relating to passengers served under this 
contract.   
 
7.  SEATS shall maintain accounting and records for all services rendered. 
 
8.   SEATS shall provide to North Liberty a monthly billing for services rendered in the 
previous month by the fifteenth day of the month, including the number of North Liberty referred 
trips provided by SEATS, provided the origin and destination of all such trips begin or end in 
North Liberty. 
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9.   SEATS shall permit inspection of its vehicles, services, books, and records by North 
Liberty upon the request of North Liberty. 
 
10.   SEATS shall communicate information about the availability of the above-described 
services, as well as other services of SEATS to both the target population of this contract and to 
the public. 
 
11.   SEATS shall comply with all applicable state and federal laws, including but not limited 
to, equal employment opportunity laws, nondiscrimination laws, affirmative action, traffic laws, 
motor vehicle equipment laws, drug and alcohol testing of safety-sensitive employees, 
confidentiality laws, Title VI, and freedom of information laws. 
 
12. In the event of weather forced cancellation of service; SEATS shall notify North Liberty 
as soon as practical and announce cancelation of service to all media platforms available to 
SEATS. 
 
13. Vehicles funded through Iowa DOT may be alternated to accumulate minimum mileage 
and may be used for other transit system purposes. However, these vehicles will not be used for 
uses prohibited by federal law, including but not limited to charter or school bus uses. 
 
D.   Responsibilities of North Liberty 
 
1.   North Liberty shall promptly pay all justified billings under this contract.   
 
2.   North Liberty shall comply with all state and federal laws regarding nondiscrimination in 
relation to the services covered by this contract. 
 
3.   North Liberty shall assist SEATS as requested in the design and scheduling of transit 
services to meet the needs of the target population. 
 
4.  North Liberty shall assist SEATS as requested in the dissemination of information to the 
target population regarding the availability of services under this contract as well as other 
transportation services of SEATS. 
 
5. North Liberty shall review and evaluate client requests and agency referrals for North 
Liberty residents experiencing barriers to transportation and forward client requests to SEATS that 
meet the agreed upon eligibility criteria.  Client requests or agency referrals to the program 
received by North Liberty for persons who do not meet the North Liberty residency requirements 
will be referred to SEATS for consideration of approval under the county same day on demand 
service funded by ARPA.  
 
6. North Liberty shall provide all the marketing for this program as it applies to North Liberty 
residents.   
 
E. Compensation 
 
1.       North Liberty shall pay SEATS for the provision of the services provided by SEATS pursuant 
to this contract. The estimated fully allocated cost currently is over $40 per trip.  North Liberty 
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will be billed $20.00 per trip.  The $5.00 fare collected from riders will be paid to Johnson County 
for the cost of the service.   
 
2. The County shall invoice North Liberty monthly by the 15th of the month for the actual 
number of trips that were referred by the City of North Liberty and transported by the ARPA same 
day on-demand service. 
 
3. Payments shall be made to SEATS no later than the 28th of the month following the 
monthly service period for billing purposes. 
 
F. Reporting 
 

1. Items to report on an on-going basis shall include incidents involving passengers 
transported under this contract, any uses of subcontracted providers to avoid interruptions 
in service, and any interruption of service. 

 
G. Hold Harmless Provisions 
 
1.   SEATS shall accept all risk and indemnify and hold North Liberty harmless from all losses, 
damage, claims, demands, liabilities, suits, or proceedings, including court costs, attorney's and 
witness' fees relating to loss or damage to property or to injury or death of any person arising out 
of the acts or omissions of SEATS or its employees or agents. 
 
2. North Liberty shall indemnify and hold SEATS harmless from all losses, damage, claims, 
demands, liabilities, suits or proceedings, including court costs, attorney’s and witness fees relating 
to loss or damage to property or to injury or death of any person arising out of the acts or omissions 
of North Liberty or any of its employees or agents. 
 
3. SEATS and North Liberty agree to assume all risk of loss and to indemnify and hold 
harmless the Iowa DOT, its officers, employees, ECICOG, the State of Iowa, and the federal 
government from any losses related to the provision of contract services or losses due to 
performance of equipment purchased with funds provided by the division and that arise out of the 
acts or omissions of SEATS or North Liberty or their employees or agents.  
 
H. Entire Agreement 
 
This contract contains the entire agreement between North Liberty and SEATS.  There are no other 
agreements or understandings, written or verbal, which shall take precedence over the items 
contained herein unless made a part of this contract by amendment procedure. 
 
I.     Amendments 
 
Any changes to this contract must be in writing and be mutually agreed upon by both North Liberty 
and SEATS.  The provisions of any amendment shall be in effect as of the date specified in the 
amendment. 
 
J.     Termination 
 
Cancellation of this contract may be affected by either party for cause or convenience through 
written notice to the other party at least 30 days prior to the date of cancellation. 
 
K.    Renewal of contract 
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If agreeable to all parties, this contract may be renewed by an addendum to this contract. 
 
L.     Saving Clause 
 
Should any provision of this contract be deemed unenforceable by a court of law, all other 
provisions shall remain in effect. 
 
M.     Assignability and Subcontracting 
 
1.  This contract is not assignable to any other party without the written approval of North 
Liberty and SEATS. 
 
2.  No part of the transportation services described in this contract may be subcontracted by 
SEATS without the written approval of North Liberty. 
 
3.  Notwithstanding the provisions in "M.2." above, it is hereby agreed that SEATS may, 
under emergency circumstances, temporarily subcontract any portion of the service if it is deemed 
necessary by SEATS to avoid a service interruption.  North Liberty shall be notified, in advance 
if possible, each time this provision is invoked. 
 
N. Acknowledgement 
  
SEATS and North Liberty acknowledge the contract between ECICOG and SEATS in effect at 
the time of the execution of this agreement and understand that this contract does not change or 
modify the rights and responsibilities set out therein. 
 
O. Designation of Officials 
 
1. The Chairperson of the Johnson County Board of Supervisors is the designated signatory 
for the Johnson County Board of Supervisors.  Changes in the terms, conditions, or amounts 
specified in the contract must be approved by the Board of Supervisors.  The Manager of SEATS 
is designated to negotiate changes to this contract. 
 
2. The Mayor of North Liberty is the designated signatory for the City of North Liberty.  
Changes to the terms, conditions, or amounts specified in the contract must be approved by the 
North Liberty City Council.  The City Administrator is designated to negotiate any changes to this 
contract. 
 
This contract agreement is adopted by SEATS and North Liberty as signed and dated below. 
 
FOR JOHNSON COUNTY SEATS: 
 
By:_____________________________  Date:______________ 
      Royceann Porter,  
      Chair, Johnson County Board of Supervisors 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
      Travis Weipert, County Auditor 
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FOR NORTH LIBERTY: 
 
By:     __  Attest:      
     Chris Hoffman, Mayor                                  Tracey Mulcahey, City Clerk             
 
STATE OF IOWA, JOHNSON COUNTY:  ss   
 
 On this _____ day of _______________, 2022, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in 
and for the State of Iowa, personally appeared Chris Hoffman and Tracey Mulcahey, to me 
personally known, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they are the Mayor and City Clerk, 
respectively, of the City of North Liberty, Iowa, a municipal corporation; that the seal affixed to 
the foregoing instrument is the corporate seal of the municipal corporation; and that the 
instrument was signed and sealed on behalf of the municipal corporation by the authority of its 
City Council, as contained in Resolution No. ___________ of the City Council on the _____ day of 
___________________, 2022; and that Chris Hoffman and Tracey Mulcahey acknowledged the 
execution of the instrument to be their voluntary act and deed and the voluntary act and deed 
of the corporation, by it and by them voluntarily executed. 
 
              
       Notary Public in and for the State of Iowa 
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Minutes from North Liberty Tree and Storm Water Advisory Board Meeting 

July 13, 2022, 7:00 pm 

Call to Order by Abdouramane Bila-Chairperson. Board members present: Darice Baxter, Michael Burril, 
Mike Wolfe-Stormwater Coordinator, Brian Hamer-Arborist 

Approval of Minutes for April 2022 meeting. Motion by Darice Baxter, second by Michael Burril. Motion 
carried 

Abdouramane Bila opened the floor for Public Comment with no public comments to address. 

Abdouramane Bila discussed board member terms of Michael Burril and Darice Baxter expired June 30 
both have agreed to continue to serve on the board.  

Abdouramane Bila discussed the appointment of board positions. Abdouramane Bila will continue as 
chairperson, Michael Burril will continue as vice chair, Kevin McGrane will continue as secretary. 

Brian Hamer provided an update that the MidAmerican Trees Please Grant 2022 was received. The 
$1,000 were used to plant trees at West Lakes to fill in between the trees that had been planted 
previously. Additionally, two memorial trees were planted at Centennial Park. The two oak trees were 
donated by the Harney family.  

Brian Hamer discussed the tree removal and maintenance that has been done. Two large ash trees were 
lost due to Emerald Ash Borer, one at Cornerstone park and the other at Fox Run park. A large oak tree 
as lost at Creekside commons due to safety concerns along the bike trail. The bike trails were also cut 
back for better visibility and safety.  

Brian Hamer discussed that the city trees are currently holding on but are stressed by the Emerald Ash 
Borer. The treatments appear to be effective as the neighboring trees are dying at a much greater rate.  

Abdouramane Bila asked how one would go about planting a memorial tree if desired. Brian Hamer 
directed anyone considering a memorial tree to contact Guy Goldsmith. 

Abdouramane Bila inquired whether there is a one to one replacement for the trees that were lost. 
Brian Hamer discussed the aforementioned Trees Please Grant which is used to not only replace trees 
that are lost but allow for a net gain of trees for the city.  

Darice Baxter questions if the city will be partnering with MidAmerican or Alliant energy to have a tree 
sale as they have in the past so residents who have lost trees can purchase a replacement. 
Abdouramane Bila mentions that at the previous meeting Guy Goldsmith had not heard of any near 
North Liberty and this event often rotates locations 

Mike Wolfe provided an update on the mapping of storm sewer system that will be occurring over the 
summer. This is the biggest part of the GIS project and will likely continue on until winter. Once 
completed the whole city infrastructure will be mapped. 

Mike Wolfe provides an update that with fiscal year there is again money available for storm water 
quality improvements. Mike states that he ran out of money last year and had to unfortunately turn 
some people away. Community members are encouraged to apply for financial assistance with storm 
water quality projects such as soil quality restoration or rain gardens.  



Michael Burril asks Mike Wolfe how much money has been budgeted for the cost share program. Mike 
Wolfe states the $20,000 has been budgeted. Abdouramane Bila asks approximately how many projects 
this would help cover to which Mike Wolfe responded about 20-25 projects. 

Abdouramane Bila asks Mike Wolfe what the benefit is to the mapping of the infrastructure would be. 
Mike Wolfe answers that the efficiency of finding and fixing any problems is much improved. 
Additionally, any work done on the infrastructure can be tracked for monthly or annual reports. 

Abdouramane Bila opens the floor to old business with none to address.  

Abdouramane Bila opened the floor for New Business with none to address.  

Next Meeting date: October 12th, 2022 at 7:00 pm 

Motion to adjourn by Darice Baxter, second by Michael Burril. Motion carried 
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