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Appeal of Interpretation Application •l~ r:-!~rth Liberty 
Project Name: Canopy over Patio 

Site Location (address or legal description): 50 N George Street, North Liberty, Iowa 

Property Owner: Joel Baker 

Owner Mailing Address 50 N George Street
1 

Phone: 319-631-8100 I Email: stoddard1968@gmail.com 

Applicant: Joel and Dawn Baker 

Applicant Mailing Address: 50 N George Street 

Applicant Contact Person: Dawn or Joel Baker 

Phone: 319-331-4512 I Email: customcutscontractor@gmail .com 

Pursuant to Section 166.01(6) of the City of North Liberty Code of Ordinance: 

Interpretations. The interpretation and application of the provisions of this code shall be by the Code 
Official. The decision of the Code Official may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment, however, such 
appeal must be made within 30 days of a written decision. The Board of Adjustment will take formal action 
on appeals. 

What interpretation is being appealed? 

Please see attached letter. Thank you. 

Please attach additional pages if necessary and provide evidence to support the appeal. 

I OFFICE USE ONlY 
Date Submitted: 

City Contact: Ryan Rusnak, Planning Director, 360 North Main Street, North Liberty, Iowa 52317 
319-626-57 4 7 rrusnak@northlibertyiowa.org 
City Website: www.northlibertyiowa.org Rev 6/2020 
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Joel Baker 

50 N George Street 

North Liberty, Iowa 52317 

Attachment: Appeal of Interpretation Application 

City of North Liberty Board of Adjustments 

RE: Canopy Covering Patio at 50 N George Street 

Dear Board; 

Respectfully, we are appealing the interpretation of our canopy structure: 

We met twice with Clint Conklin, Planning Technician/Code Compliance, once with Ben Yoder, Building 

Inspector, and Ryan Rusnak, Planning Director, to discuss the letter we received from Clint Conklin 

regarding what they interpreted as a canopy that has increased our garage's gross floor, area. 

We found the decision was misinterpreted, and our canopy does not increase the size of our detached 

garage as outlined in the North Liberty Code of Ordinance Section 169.05. The letter states, "structure 

exceeds the maximum 850 square foot maximum gross floor limitation and must be brought to 
compliance." 

At these two meetings, we were offered no alternative solutions or direction from anyone present on 

how to resolve the issue of a canopy over our patio, which is open on three sides for protection from the 

elements and as a pass-through to the rear yard. 

Our prior canopy over our patio, which was never questioned or an issue, was destroyed and ended up 

in our neighbors' yards during August 10, 2020, Derecho. I witnessed how a free-standing canopy we 

had secured with bolts to our patio space was easily blown away, and our next canopy needed to be 

attached to our exterior wall to protect our property and neighbors' property from damage in the 

future. 

We reviewed the North Liberty Code of Ordinances and, as stated in Ryan Rusnak's letter, have 

constructed a canopy. We rebuilt it at great expense in the spring of 2024. We recognize we may need a 

permit for the canopy to comply with the 20211nternational Residential Code. 

We will present all evidence at the Board of Adjustment meeting according to 

Board of Appeals: Article VI: HEARING: #5 Application Representation as allows. Thank you for your 

time helping us resolve our Appeal of the Interpretation. 

Joel and Dawn Baker 

50 N George Street 

North Liberty, Iowa 52317 

Email: stoddard1968@gmail.com 
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https://codes.iccsafe.org/s/IRC2021P2/part-i-administrative/IRC2021P2-Pt01-Ch01-SecR105.2#IRC2021P2_Pt03_Ch03_SecR311.4


Joel, Please see plan review notes. Your permit can not be approved. You also still have an expired permit still
open for the garage from 2011.

Permit #: 9965
Permit Date: 08/13/2019
Review Date: 08/13/2019
Review Type: SFD Alteration
Target Date:

Scheduled Time: 00:00
Completed Date:

Description: car port
Review Status: Completed

Assigned To: Ben Yoder
Time In: 00:00

Time Out: 00:00
Hours: 0.30000001

Notes

08/14/2019 Permit can not be approved. Garage is 832 SqFt without addition of carport. Max size per
North Liberty zoning code is 850 SqFt.

Property Information
Parcel#: 77740000 Joel A Baker
Joel A Baker 50 N. George Street
50 N. George St. North Liberty , IA 52317
Zoning: RS-8Lot: 5Block: 1 319-631-8100

stoddard1968@gmail.com

9/19/24, 2:39 PM iWorQ
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Exhibit B - Notice of Violation Letter
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